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September at FPC ~ The start of a new church year! 

September 2022 

First Press 

 

 

As we look towards fall, football season, and cooler 
weather, First Presbyterian Church is initiating many new 
programs, classes, schedules, and more! It’s an extreme-
ly exciting time for our church family.  
 

The start of a new season is the perfect time to pause, 
reflect and set new intentions. Below are some          
messages shared by some members of the FPC staff,  
expressing their enthusiasm about changes ahead. 
 

I’m looking forward to the addition of Diane, the new 
Sunday worship schedule — a “holy experiment” — and 
the possible call of a second associate pastor. 

~Dr. Will Robinson,  Senior Pastor & Head of Staff 
 

I'm excited to be joining the ministry of FPCHHI starting 
on September 1! I'm looking forward to making relation-
ships with my colleagues and getting to know and       
visiting with church members. I can't wait to start    
working with our deacons, and experiencing the rhythms 
of life in this dynamic congregation! Happy Fall, Y'all! 

~Rev. Diane E. Knauf, our new Associate Pastor 
 

I am excited that there will be a fellowship time after 
each service so the volunteer table can be available for 
all to sign up to help with the mission of their choice!  

~Andrea Siebold, Volunteer Director of  
Volunteer Ministry 

 

The new Communications Ministry has been established. 
Having the opportunity to work them is something I’ve 
looked forward to since joining the FPC staff. We are    
exploring some new communications initiatives! 

~Cindy Bobbitt, Communications Coordinator 

  

Stay tuned—there’s going to be more freedom of the      
   Spirit in the CrossRoads worship service!  

~Lavon Stevens, CrossRoads Worship  
& Music Director 

 

Fall is an exciting time in our programming year. It’s a 
time of new beginnings and re-beginnings for many   
classes and small groups. As we enter this season, take 
time to look through the offerings to find the place where 
you will start or restart your faith formation journey.  
Another exciting program change is that the youth group 
gathering has moved to Sunday nights. As our young 
members participate in so many activities, we are excited 
to have found a time when we can all be together.  

~Jackie Wilhelm, Director of Faith Formation  
 

So many new things going on for FPC Kids! Our Wednes-
day program will run from 3-7 PM, providing parents lots 
of options, including dinner for their kiddos. We have a 
new structure for Sunday School, too. Read more about 
that on page 6 of this issue of the newsletter. And we’re 
super excited that Beth Green, Children’s Music Director, 
will be leading a new music enrichment program and         
devotion for FPC Day School students on Wednesday 
mornings in the sanctuary.  

~Jodi Gregg Krivda, Assistant Director  
of Faith Formation 

 

 Lots to look forward to this fall! A new pastor, new and 
familiar faces in worship, fellowship time following both 
worship services and a new worship schedule to try out 
this fall. Let's see if it works for our church family!   

~Susan Brannon, Director of Administration 

 

At the beginning of a new church year, we encourage you to invite people (friends, neighbors, etc.) to join you for 
worship or an FPC ministry. According to one survey, 25% of those who worship infrequently or never say they 
just haven’t found a church they like. So why not invite them to try FPC?   

Another survey found that 40% of people who were once active in a church would return if invited back. So why 
not invite them back? Whenever you do that, you heed our Lord’s call to “make disciples of all nations” as        
expressed in our Mission of “Changing Lives…Making Disciples.” 

You’re Invited...to Invite 

 



 

 
 
 

 
 

 

The Sanctuary Choir, joined by singers from the community, will present Mark Hayes’ “International Carol Suites” 
on Sunday afternoon, December 4, at 3 PM in the sanctuary. The renowned composer and conductor Mark Hayes, 
himself, will return to Hilton Head to conduct the program. 
 

“International Carol Suites” is a multi-movement composition (approximately 50 minutes long) based on carols 
from around the world. It is scored for SATB choir, soloists and chamber orchestra.  
 

Commissioned by FPC’s Music Ministry, the world premier of “International Carol Suites” took place at FPC in    
December 2016, also under Hayes’ direction. In November 2017, a group of FPC choir members and others from 
the community sang in the New York premier at Carnegie Hall, one of the most prestigious musical venues in the 
world!  
 

Weekly rehearsals for this year’s program take place at FPC beginning October 18.  
 

Plan now to attend on Sunday, December 4, and share with friends and neighbors about this afternoon of         
marvelous music.  
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Scientists now have a better 
understanding of the connec-
tions established in our brains 
between concepts. For                   
example, in India most will have 
a strong association between 
“cow” and “sacred.” Such     
neural connections are created 
through experience. Moreover, 
these neural connections are 

strengthened by repeated association in experience. In 
other words, a practicing Hindu in India would be      
expected to have an even stronger association between 
“cow” and “sacred” than most people. 
 

This feature of our brains emphasizes the vital           
importance of worship, Bible study, fellowship and   
service. Like exercise that strengthens our muscles, 
spiritual practices like these strengthen neural connec-
tions related to our faith in God. Perhaps this is one 
way God works in and through us. Oblivious to such 
brain research, the apostle Paul nevertheless under-
stood the crucial role our minds play in our faith: “Do 
not be conformed to the behavior and customs of the 
world, but be transformed by the renewing of your 
minds, so that you may learn God’s will for you, which 
is good and pleasing and perfect” (Romans 12:2). 
 
 

 
 

 
 

 

 

 

 

Sunday, September 11, is the start of a new church 
year. It’s an opportunity to commit or recommit       
ourselves as well as any family or friends to being trans-
formed by the renewing of our minds, to strengthening 
our spiritual neurons. At FPC we do that by worshiping 
God in person or online, by fostering our faith through 
educational and spiritual enrichment (e.g., Sunday 
School or a small group), and by serving others,          
especially those in need. 
 

On September 11, we’ll launch a four-week worship 
and sermon series “Answering Big Faith Questions.”  
Based in part on Martin Thielen’s book What's the Least 
I Can Believe and Still Be a Christian?, it’ll begin by    
addressing the question of suffering, a fitting subject on 
the anniversary of 9/11. In this newsletter you’ll read 
about other opportunities to explore and deepen your 
faith through educational and spiritual enrichment and 
through service in Jesus’ name. 
 

With God’s help, may we strengthen together our    
spiritual neurons and thus our faith in God, particularly 
at the outset of a new church year. 
 

In Christ’s service, 

 
 

Pastor Will 

“Strengthen Your Spiritual Neurons” 

December 4 ~ Save the Date for a Special Musical Program 



 

 
 
 
 
 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Everyone has a money story, and how you live out your story makes a difference for others and for your 
own heart. Pledging is an important part of your money story and allows you to make thoughtful and inten-
tional decisions about your giving. Like prayer, scripture reading, and worship, giving regularly grows your 
faith. It empowers you to help move God's mission forward and lets the church come alongside you in your 
faith journey, respectfully and prayerfully encouraging you to pursue your own generosity goals. Your 
pledge says that you believe in what we are doing as a church and in who we are becoming together in 
Christ. And together, it enables us to fund the ministries within our church, the community, and the world. 

If you didn't pledge last year or have never pledged, you can pledge at any time. Your pledge is a promise 
between you and God and is not a legally binding contract or a bill. You can start anywhere and let go of the 
limiting belief that your pledge isn't enough. Every gift of every size matters, and even a pledge of ten dol-
lars a month can make a big difference.     

How will you craft your generosity story as you grow in faith and glorify God? 

 
 

This issue of First Press marks the beginning of fall for the FPC church calendar. We are welcoming Rev.   
Diane E. Knauf, our new Associate Pastor, and the church schedule begins anew with exciting and inspira-
tional activities as we work together to Change Lives and Make Disciples.  We have planned our church    
activities based on the pledges that were made during the annual campaign last year.  
 

We are currently $148,896 dollars short in giving versus the pledges made to date. If you have been        
traveling or have forgotten to give your pledge amount to date, please catch up your gifts to match your 
pledge. Thank you, in advance, for your attention to this important matter. 
 

Blessings, 
Jane Upshaw, Chair 
Giving Ministry 
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Member Giving 

Crafting Your Generosity Story 

JULY MEMBER GIVING 

  ACTUAL BUDGETED VARIANCE 

JULY $85,407 $161,957 ($76,550) 

YEAR-TO-DATE $984,805 $1,133,702 ($148,897) 

 
 

Training Available for the Church Database (CCB) 
 

Would you like to easily search for a church friend’s phone number or find others’ email addresses in the digital     
membership database? Staff member Jean Tharin provides in-person training sessions on the second Tuesday of 
the month at 2 PM and third Thursday at 10 AM. Sessions take place in room 202 and last for approximately one 
hour. If you’d like to attend, call Jean, 843.681.3696, or contact her via email, jtharin@fpchhi.org. 



On Sunday, September 11, the new worship schedule begins! 

CrossRoads contemporary worship service at 9 AM 
In fellowship hall 

 

Traditional worship service at 10:30 AM 
In the sanctuary and via livestream 

                                 

 

 

Adult Classes on Sundays 
9:00 AM 

Living in the Word meets in room 202 and via Zoom. Last year Living in the Word studied the story 
of Christianity, The Rock, the Road, and the Rabbi, by Kathie Lee Gifford and Surprised by Hope, by 
N.T. Wright. This group is comprised of singles and couples. For more information, contact Rich   
Allen, richallen342@aol.com. 
 
Seekers meet in Honey Horn Chapel and via Zoom. They follow the Standard Lesson Commentary. 
This group of singles and couples is taught by Otto Ferrene. For more information, contact Otto,  
ferrenelaw@reagan.com. 
 
Work in Progress meets in the library and via Zoom. Each week the class discusses a specific current 
news story from a curriculum provided by “The Wired Word.” Discussion focuses on relevant    
scripture references and what it means to live as a Christian in today’s world. Last year the class  
also participated in the all-church book study The Words of Life, by Adam Hamilton. They follow a 
rotational model of shared leadership. For more information, contact Henry Brown,                 
brownhenrye5@gmail.com.   
 

11:30 AM 
Joy Group meets via Zoom. They are comprised of both singles and couples. September 25 through 
October 30, they are studying The Big Picture Seeing God’s Dream for Your Life with videos from   
Amplify Media.  For more information, contact Judy Puzzuti, pizzuti@gmail.com.   
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Fall Sunday Worship Schedule  

 

 

 

 

10 & 11:30 AM ~  
Sunday fellowship   

in the gathering space  

For information about  

FPC Kids on Sundays, see page 6 

CrossRoads worship service, 9 AM on Sundays 

mailto:richallen342@aol.com
mailto:ferrenelaw@reagan.com
mailto:brownhenrye5@gmail.com
mailto:pizzuti@gmail.com
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Monday 
10:00 AM 

Revelation will be offered in the library and via 
Zoom, September 26 through November 21. Jim 
Wagner is teaching this class. The opening guest 
presenter is Rev. Dr. Brian K. Blount, President,  
Union Presbyterian Seminary.  
 

The book of Revelation can seem difficult and even 
perplexing as John of Patmos uses vivid but often 
complex imagery to describe how the fullness of 
Christ was revealed to him. As the class reads 
John's account of his vision and attempts to under-
stand it in the context of the time, it will: 
• Lead to the discovery of practical challenges of 

our faith today 
• Present fantastic descriptions of the majesty of 

God 
• Create confidence in the coming kingdom of 

Christ  
 

To register, contact Jackie Wilhelm,  
jwhelm@fpchhi.org. 

 

12:30 PM 
Sarah Circle meets the first Monday of the month 
in the library and via zoom, starting October 3. This 
open women’s group will be studying The Rock, the 
Road and the Rabbi, by Kathie Lee Gifford. Contact 
Carol Nicewinter, niceysr1@aol.com.  

 Wednesday    
9:00 AM 

Men’s Bible Study meets via Zoom and is open to 
new members. They are currently studying 1 Peter. 
Contact Jim Wood,  jiwood.hhi@gmail.com, to 
learn more. 
 

10:30 AM 
Spiritual Exercise meets in the library and via zoom. 
This women’s group is currently studying Vintage 
Saints and Sinners: 25 Christians Who Transformed 
My Faith, by Karen Wright Marsh. They follow a 
rotational model of shared leadership and are open 
to new members. Contact Jeanne Lane at 
cestchoc@gmail.com for more information.  
 

4:30 PM 
Low Country Lessons meets via Zoom. This fall   
David Lauderdale will lead his class through Martin 
Thielen’s, What’s the Least I Can Believe and Still Be 
a Christian?, using his signature blend of storytell-
ing and humor. For more information, contact    
Susan Brannon, sbrannon@fpchhi.org.  

Weekday Classes for Adults 

For information about small groups  
and resources for adults,  
visit fpchhi.org/adult-ministry 

mailto:jwilhelm@fpchhi.org
mailto:niceysr1@aol.com
mailto:jimwood.hhi@gmail.com
mailto:cestchoc@gmail.com
mailto:sbrannon@fpchhi.org


 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 
 

 

                                                                                                                              
     

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

FPC Kids ~ A variety of Options on Sundays AND Wednesdays  

We’re excited for the new program season to begin. On Sunday, September 11,  
we will kick off a new Sunday School schedule! There will be a Bible lesson from    
10-10:30 AM for all children. There will be crafts, music and games before and after 
the lesson. For those who attend 9 AM worship, children will be dismissed from 
worship at 9:30. They will be escorted by their teachers to the second floor for    
activities. For those who worship at 10:30, your children will be escorted back to 
the sanctuary after their activities upstairs.  
 

On September 14, FPC Kids on Wednesdays begins! Children in kindergarten 
through fifth grade can participate from 3-7 PM. Yes, dinner is included! Children 
who are four- and five-years-old are welcome to attend from 5:30-7 PM for dinner 
and activities including choir, Bible study, music, games, help with homework, rest 
and more. To sign up, call Jodi Gregg Krivda, 843.681.3696. 
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Children’s & Youth Ministry  

Health Ministry to Host Program on  
Anxiety in Children & Teens 
What’s normal? What’s not? 

 

Anxiety can be a normal part of childhood and      
adolescence, but there’s a difference between 
everyday worry and chronic anxiety. By under-
standing the distinctions, parents can help their 
children manage their symptoms effectively. 
 

On Thursday, September 29, at 6:30 PM in      
fellowship hall, Cheryl Shookman, PhD, an SC   
licensed  psychologist, will  describe the signs  
parents want to watch for. For instance, worrying 
is a common feeling for people of any age. How-
ever, if worrying  becomes constant and           
interferes with a child’s daily functioning, it can 
negatively impact their overall quality of life. 
 

Childcare is being offered so that parents can 
attend the session. To reserve your spot, call the 
church, 843.681.3696, and provide your name 
and the names and ages of children who will be 
with you. 

Adventures in Music (AiM) Choir  
Wednesdays, 4:15 PM, in the Choir Room 

 
 
 

 

AiM Choir has welcomed some new partici-
pants this fall when they began rehearsing 
on August 17.  
 

The group, which participates in worship on 
a regular basis and sings at various          
community functions, also welcomes           

instrumentalists. 
 

If you know of students—6th-12th graders—who would 
like to join or learn more about the program, have them 
call Choir Director Laura Floyd, 843.384.3933.   

Wednesday ~ 9/21  
SAVE THE DATE 

FOR OUR 
YOUTH Fundraiser 

See the back cover for more info  
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Get Connected! 

Opportunities to become involved in the life of the church... 
 

 

 

      Ushers Needed for Sunday Services 
 

Are you thinking of dedicating your time and talents at FPC?    
Consider becoming an usher at Sunday services. The role of a 
church usher is to help members, first-time guests and repeat   
visitors to experience the sacredness and joy of Sunday worship. 
 

If you are interested in becoming an usher or would like more  
information, please contact Judy Pizzuti, the 9 AM Crossroads  
usher coordinator, pizzuti@gmail.com, or Carol Nicewinter, the 
10:30 AM worship service coordinator, niceysr1@aol.com.  

 

Lay Visitation ~ An Opportunity to Change Lives 
 

Now that we can once again take the love of Christ to members of our congregation who live confined 
lives because of a debility or advancing years, the number of care receivers is growing.  
 

Our lay visitors are finally able to take their friendly faces, a church newsletter, some light conversa-
tion, and a prayer into private homes and care centers. It’s common to hear lay visitors say their   
weekly or biweekly visits to a care receiver is more rewarding for them than for the folk they visit. 
Come join us in changing lives and making disciples. You will truly be rewarded for your effort. For 
more information, email sandy.burleson@gmail.com. 
 

Lay Visitation Ministry is a ministry of the Board of Deacons. 
 

Sign Up for September Adopt-A-Highway Event  
 

As an Earth Care Congregation, FPC participates in the Adopt-A-Highway program. The next event is 
scheduled for Saturday, September 17. Participants will meet in the church parking lot at 9:30 AM for 
sign-in, a safety briefing, and picking up equipment. The minimum age to participate is 13. Those under 
18 must be with an adult. The rain date is Saturday, October 1. 
 

To register, send your name, phone number and age (if under 18) to coordinator Juliana Kim, 
julianbkim@gmail.com.  
 
 

 

Operation Christmas Child  
Needs Fabric and Sewing Notions 

 

Coming into the home stretch—having prepared more than 300 shoe-
boxes for children in need—the ministry is preparing to create sewing 
kits for older girls.  
 

If you have fabric (minimum of 1/2 yard in length), thread, needles, or 
other sewing notions, please drop them off in the church work room. 

mailto:pizzuti@gmail.com
mailto:niceysr1@aol.com
mailto:sandy.burleson@gmail.com
mailto:julianabkim@gmail.com


 

 

 

 

540 William Hilton Parkway 
Hilton Head Island, SC 29928 

Nonprofit Org. 
U.S. Postage PAID 

Hilton Head Island, SC 
Permit No. 8 

NEWSLETTER 

 

 

 

   

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

September   

 

Dr. Will Robinson 
Senior Pastor/Head of Staff 

 

 
 

Rev. Diane E. Knauf 
Associate Pastor 

 

With questions about  
FPC communications,  

email cbobbitt@fpchhi.org 

fpchhi.org 

  843.681.3696   

What better way to begin the church year ~ 

An all-church dinner & game night!  

Save the date for the Low Country Boil on Wednesday, September 
21, at 5:30 PM. This evening for all ages is sponsored by the Congre-
gational Life Ministry and FPC Youth Group. Plan to stay for the 
games portion which will be hosted by Beth Green and youth group     
members—guaranteed to be a fun evening. Please RSVP for dinner 
by September 19 so there will be food for all.   

Sunday, September 11  
New Sunday Worship Schedule! 

 

See details on page 4 


