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All-church Book Study
Perfect way to start the New Year!
Everyone is invited to join the allchurch study of Adam Hamilton’s
book, Words of Life. With a start
date of January 23, all ages will take
part in the six-week study in a
variety of settings — children’s
Sunday school, adult small groups
(new and “old”), Zoom groups, a
worship/sermon series and more!

ments through lessons and crafts that are age-appropriate,”
she adds.
It’s not too late to get involved. You can buy the book
online at Amazon.com and Cokesbury Publishing,
cokesbury.com. There are also copies for sale at the church
for those who find it a hardship to order the book
themselves.

To enhance the book study experience, there are discussion
questions available for group leaders and individuals who
In this book of scripture and inspirawant to explore the book on their own. For the questions,
tion, bestselling author Hamilton
or other book study inquiries, contact Wilhelm at the
brings modern eyes to the Ten
church office, 843.681.3696, or jwilhelm@fpchhi.org.
Commandments, the most important set of ethics in
history. He bridges the gap between these biblical teachings
and current human reality. “These ten ancient ‘words’ were
What if the Ten Commandments
given to us by a loving God who longed to set safe boundawere not just a set of ancient rules
ries, create order out of chaos, help communities live
but also a guide to experiencing
peacefully, and protect us—often from ourselves,” says
the good life today?
Hamilton.
The idea for an all-church study was developed by Jim
Wood and Sandy Knight, members of FPC’s Faith Formation
Ministry, says Jackie Wilhelm, Director of Faith Formation.
“It’s the result of the ministry’s ongoing dedication to
providing opportunities for us all to connect more deeply
with our personal faith,” Wilhelm says.
Children and youth are involved too! “We are using the
children’s companion book,” says Jodi Krivda, Assistant
Director of Faith Formation, who coordinates FPC’s
children’s Sunday school and W.O.W. program for children
ages four to 12. “We will be studying the Ten Command-

Your Pledge Makes a Difference in the Lives of Others
The Giving Ministry is truly grateful for your support of the First
Presbyterian Church's Annual Giving Campaign. Your thoughtful and
generous pledge is a blessing to the church, our community and
beyond. Thank you for your gracious contribution to the ministries of
FPC. With your pledge, we will continue to make a difference in the
lives of others. Our prayer is that your pledge is a blessing to you as
well. Thank you!
See what a difference your gift makes! (page 3)

“New Things in 2022”
See, I am doing a new thing! – Isaiah 43:19
At the outset of 2022, I’m excited
about these “new things” at FPC
this year:

outreach to disaster survivors, refugees and other
people in dire need.
•

We’re revamping our new member process to better
attract, welcome and retain visitors and new
members. For example, we’re now offering new
member classes monthly and exploring technology
that would enable us to connect with online
worshipers. Evangelism—helping to connect people
with the Lord here—is essential.

•

We also plan to implement more intergenerational
activities, encouraging fellowship and discipleship
with people of all ages as we journey together in
faith.

•

Our all-church study of the
Ten Commandments, guided by
Adam Hamilton’s book Words of
Life. A worship/sermon series
starts January 23, and there will
be opportunities to join a small
group or a participating Sunday
morning class. I invite you to deepen your faith in the
Lord through this six-week time of discovery and
learning (see the cover story).
•

•

We’ll improve the audio/video/internet technology
that connects us with members and visitors online.
While we’re still committed to in-person ministry and
worship, we’re now a hybrid church with in-person
and online worship, events and programs. And
studies show that online worshipers often become in
-person worshipers.
We’ve always loved our neighbors through local and
global outreach. We’d like to help wrap God’s arms
around even more people this year by expanding our

Save the Date — March 8 at 7 PM
Recital by Charles D. Frost, Organist

May the Lord bless you and keep you—and our church—
as we embark on a new year with these and other “new
things” on the horizon. And may we continue to “pray
without ceasing” for an end to this pandemic and for
those who’ve been most affected by it.
Grace and peace,

Pastor Will Robinson

Chancel Flowers

This program will feature music for brass and organ.
The performance includes the Hilton Head premiere
performance of Episodes of the Fourth World for
organ, brass and percussion. The event is free of
charge and will be held in the sanctuary.

Help Us Spread the Word
About New Member Classes
Those who want to learn more about FPC are invited to
attend a New Member Class. They are held on
Sundays, from 10:15-10:45 AM, in fellowship hall. No
reservations necessary! Upcoming classes will be held
on February 27, March 27 and April 24.
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The chancel flowers are given to the glory
of God and in memory or in honor of a
family member or friend. If you'd like to
contribute to the chancel flowers, please
contact the church, 843.681.3696. A
minimum contribution of $55 will cover
the cost for one Sunday.
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We receive words of thanks from the many organizations First Presbyterian Church supports with your gifts. Those whose lives are impacted
greatly appreciate the difference you make by giving.
Brain Gain
This past summer, Brain Gain celebrated the 20th year working with high
achieving teenagers from Hilton Head and Bluffton. This year’s theme,
“Latino and African American Music, Dance and the Birth of Jazz and
Blues” was the focus for the summer program. “We are blessed to have
FPC in our corner and are blessed by your financial support and prayers.”
Hilton Head Island Deep Well Project
Thanks to your gifts, FPC gives $1,000 per month to Deep Well. “We are excited for the holidays and another year of
being a lifeline for neighbors experiencing some kind of crisis. With the skyrocketing prices for food, fuel for cars and
housing costs in our area, stiff challenges continue for many of our clients. Thanks to your support, Deep Well stands
tall as a last line of defense in these difficult situations.”
Hopeful Horizons
Hopeful Horizons answers the calls of those in need of help 24 hours a day, seven days a week. When the phone
rings, it might be a woman who is trying to leave a violent relationship or a parent whose child has been sexually
abused. “Thank you for your help providing critical services and hope to families and individuals who have
experienced trauma!“
Lowcountry Food Bank
“Your recent gift means that neighbors, like Bobby, who struggle with food insecurity, can put nutritious food on the
table for their families. We strive to be good stewards of every dollar we receive and right now your generosity is
helping to distribute food to all of our 300 partner agencies that serve food to insecure neighbors in 10 coastal
counties in South Carolina.”
Presbyterian Disaster Assistance
“Your gift for relief in response to Hurricane Ida is perfect, a blessing from God above in a moment where it is most
needed. It is a privilege to serve together in a Church that makes such giving reliable, and provides constant faithful
partnership to brothers and sisters across the world and here at home.”
Thornwell Home for Children
“Imagine you were a young child who needs to be in foster care while
everyone else is with their family, picks out a tree, and enjoys Christmas
Eve together. We’re on a mission to give children who’ve never
experienced Christmas like that a season filled with love and kindness.
Your giving enables us to do that.”
Volunteers in Medicine
“To our patients who are living in poverty and cannot afford healthcare,
your gift means more than a visit to the doctor. Your contribution is an
act of compassion and affirmation of worth to those who need VIM’s
services. You and your exceptional generosity are honoring the humanity
of those waiting in line at the Clinic doors each and every morning to
receive care.”
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Thornwell Home for Children wants
every child to have a special Christmas!
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The Early Service on Christmas Eve
There was a Live Nativity featuring Mary, Joseph and the Baby Jesus—and animals too—before the
5 PM child-friendly service in the sanctuary.

Sunday, February 13
The Souper Bowl of Caring
FPC Youth to Collect For Local Hunger
On Sunday, February 13, FPC Youth will be collecting at
both the 9 and 11 AM services. That’s because it will be
Souper Bowl Sunday. As part of a national movement to
fight hunger, they will donate all the money they raise to
a local organization dedicated to tackling hunger in the
Lowcountry.

