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We’re excited to welcome Rev. Diane E. Knauf
Our New Associate Pastor of Congregational Care and Connection!
On Sunday, July 17, the
Associate Pastor Nominating
Committee presented its
report on a call for our
Associate Pastor for Congregational Care and Connection. Rev. Diane E. Knauf was
overwhelmingly elected by
the congregation.
Diane is a native of Rochester, NY. She has been
married to her husband Andrew (Drew) an industrial
engineer/project manager, since 1990. They are parents
to two sons, Alex (26), who works for a Raleigh, NC,
engineering firm in Geomatics, and Ben (18) who is
studying film and video at Cape Fear Community College
in Wilmington, NC. Ready to experience with them the
joys of life in their new home is their rescue pup, Bowen.
Diane is a graduate of the State University of New York
at Brockport with a degree in English. She taught in the
public schools before earning a Master of Divinity at
Colgate Rochester. She is currently enrolled in a Doctor
of Ministry program at Pittsburgh Theological Seminary
and will graduate in May 2023.
Diane was ordained in 1997 to serve as Associate Pastor
at Grace Covenant Presbyterian, near downtown
Orlando, FL. She and her family then returned to Rochester, where she served as solo pastor of Lakeside Presbyterian, a small urban church. A career change for Drew
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led them to Raleigh where she served until 2021 as
Associate Pastor at Saint Andrews Presbyterian, a
congregation of 850 members. There she oversaw the
educational ministries; resourced the care ministry of
the Deacons and Stephen Ministers, preached monthly,
and led Bible study.
During the pandemic, she felt a call to serve as solo pastor at a small church in eastern North Carolina, Mount
Olive Presbyterian. An older congregation, they are a
faith-filled group and Diane has enjoyed making pastoral
visits and driving them on the church bus for outings at
Cracker Barrel.
Diane believes God is calling her to serve a congregation
that is Christ-inspired, staff-equipped, and lay-led; where
a relationship with Jesus calls us to our life’s work and is
a means of salvation and personal encouragement. She
has found all of these things in First Presbyterian Hilton
Head Island.
The APNC worked to represent the faith and energy of
the congregation, and Diane is very much looking
forward to working with, and learning from, Will and
others on staff. Diane is honored to be FPC’s Associate
Pastor for Congregational Care and Connection. Diane
will officially begin her work at FPC on September 1.

See the story of Diane’s faith
journey on the website.

Check out the fun at the all-church picnic!

“Writing the Next Chapter”
“You know the Spirit because the Spirit abides with you,
and the Spirit will be in you.” — from John 14:17
The weekend of August 20-21,
my family will move our daughter Mary into her dorm at the
College of Charleston. It’ll be
bittersweet. As a freshman,
Mary will begin writing the next
chapter of her life. Even though
she’ll write more of this next
chapter than she ever has
before, she won’t write it alone
or on her own. She never has. Because she’s not the
sole author of her life’s story. God has been her
co-author all along. And God’s been the co-author of
our lives as well. We believe this because God’s Spirit is
in us, leading and guiding us. (Reformed theologian
Austin Farrer explains this but calls it double agency.)
God isn’t only the co-author of our lives as individual
believers but is also the co-author of the lives of
congregations. So, we’re not the sole author of our
church’s story. God writes it with us because the Spirit
is also in our church. And I’m excited about writing—
with God—the next chapter of FPC’s story! An essential
part of this next chapter will be written with help of the
Rev. Diane E. Knauf who we’ve called to be our Associate Pastor of Congregational Care and Connection (see
the cover story). We celebrate this good news and
warmly welcome her and her husband Drew to FPC and
Hilton Head Island. Diane’s first day with us will be
September 1.
We pray this next chapter will also be written with the
assistance of a second, full-time associate pastor. S/he

will help us expand ministry and programming that we
believe will lead to increased generosity and giving in
the life of FPC. In particular, this pastor will lead our
evangelism efforts (which is integral to our Mission of
“Changing Lives...Making Disciples”), including with
young adults (singles and couples) and ministry
opportunities in the community (e.g., establishing a
relationship with a Black church/es). You’ll learn more
about the work of this associate pastor position in
future communications.
Another key part of this next chapter starts this fall on
September 11: a new Sunday worship schedule. Our
CrossRoads contemporary worship service will still
begin at 9:00 AM, but our traditional worship service
will begin at 10:30 AM. We believe this new schedule
will enhance total worship attendance and provide
more vibrant fellowship between the services and after
the 10:30 AM service. This is a “holy experiment” so
we’ll evaluate this schedule (based on input from
clergy, other staff, elders, deacons, ministry teams and
the congregation) and recommend any changes to the
Session. We know this change may require some
adjustment by you, especially by members of our
Sunday morning classes, so we truly appreciate your
joining in this “holy experiment.”
As we write this next, exciting chapter in the life of FPC,
let’s pray for the Spirit’s guidance and blessing.
In Christ’s service,
Pastor Will

Congregation Votes for APNC to Call a Second Full-time Associate Pastor
At the congregational meeting on July 17, it was
approved by the membership that the Associate Pastor
Nominating Committee, (Bob White, Chair, Henry
Brown, Jan Cale, Rosalyn Lester, Barb Magee, Dale
Peters and Jean Vahey) expand its scope to call a
second, full-time associate pastor.
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The APNC will proceed with the same call process as it
did with the full-time associate pastor they’ve called:
preparing a position description [PD], then a Ministry
Information Form [MIF], gaining the Session’s approval
of the PD and MIF, working with the presbytery and
prayerfully searching for the right candidate.
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What’s Your Money Story?
Everyone has a money story. Your story is unique, and it’s not wrong or right. It started when you were
growing up with key events or turning points. You learned about the value of a dollar, saving, spending and
so much more. Your environment and family circumstances all played a role. What would you write if you
traced your history and your relationship with money?
Now, think about any recent events, challenges, or situations that impact your behaviors or feelings about
money today. Maybe your story echoes scarcity, shame or fear. Perhaps the generosity part of your story
reflects a belief that what you have to give isn’t enough to make a difference. Often, these limiting beliefs
hold you back from the story you wish to live.
It doesn’t matter where you are in your journey; the question is, what money story do you want to live
tomorrow? Because, today, you have the power to rewrite your script and take steps to begin a new
chapter based on trust.
How will you reimagine your story as you grow in faith and glorify God? 2

Time, Talents and Treasure
God has entrusted us with time, talents and treasure, and each one is equally important to our personal
faith journey. Our gifts are essential to continue the work of Christ.
Summer is a time for a slower pace. A time to visit family and friends or to take an adventure. Many of you
are catching up on travel plans delayed by COVID. Remember your church community while you are away.
Worship continues every week, our PIN Ministry office is as busy as ever and activities for children abound!
When you are here, please share your time and talents by ushering, greeting or assisting with children’s
Sunday School.
Below is an update on member giving through June. Thank you to those who are current in your giving. If
you have slipped behind, we appreciate you catching up. By sharing our time, talents and treasure, church
life remains in balance and we can do wonderful things!
2022 JUNE MEMBER GIVING
ACTUAL

BUDGETED

VARIANCE

JUNE

$145,174

$161,957

($16,783)

YEAR-TO-DATE

$899,399

$971,744

($72,346)

Family Promise Guests to Return to FPC in Early September
There are currently more than 575 homeless children
in Beaufort County. By offering temporary shelter,
family stability and permanent housing solutions,
Family Promise of Beaufort County is dedicated to
housing homeless families and helping them find
independence.
First Presbyterian has long been one of the host
churches providing overnight accommodations. However, COVID-19 impacted the program and churches
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have not housed guests for almost two years. This fall
the program returns and FPC is the first church to
host—during the week of September 4-11.
Deacons Roberta Foss and Jean Vahey co-chair Family
Promise activities and are looking for those who want
to help—with meals, set-up, take-down, laundry, or
overnight stays. Contact Foss, fossroberta@aol.com or
co-chair Vahey, jeanvahey@gmail.com. They are glad
to talk with you about the program.
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Sunday Worship Schedule to Change Slightly this Fall
In the winter of 2020, the Session voted unanimously to establish a Worship
Schedule Task Force (WSTF). The WSTF’s charge was to examine options for a
worship schedule and recommend to Session a worship schedule that would
best support our Mission, Vision, and Values of Ministry.
When the pandemic hit, the WSTF’s work was paused, as significant and
flexible adjustments to our worship schedule were required, including a single,
blended worship service; recorded worship services; health and safety
protocols; livestreaming; and altering in-person worship times.
In the fall of 2021, the Session approved a trial worship schedule (proposed not
by the WSTF but by the staff worship team based on preliminary work by the
WSTF): our CrossRoads contemporary worship service at 9 AM, a middle hour
for Sunday classes at 10 AM, and a traditional worship service at 11 AM.
In the spring of this year, the WSTF resumed its work by evaluating that trial
worship schedule and recommending to the Session a worship schedule that would best support our Mission,
Vision, and Values of Ministry at this time in the life of FPC. In June of this year, the WSTF (Jack Alderman, Jan
Cale, Bill Kuttruff, Ann Shippy and Debbie Wagner) unanimously recommended to the Session the following
worship schedule, which the Session approved:
•
•

CrossRoads contemporary worship service at 9 AM
Traditional worship service at 10:30 AM

This relatively modest change to our trial worship schedule has several benefits, including:
•

Total worship attendance should be enhanced.

•

The shorter time between the worship services—from 10-10:30 AM—should provide a more vibrant time
of fellowship for attendees at both services. Also, members of Sunday classes that choose to meet from
9-10 AM, for example, will be able to join in this fellowship time.

•

The earlier ending time for the traditional worship service will provide time for fellowship after that service
from 11:30 AM-Noon.

•

The earlier starting time for the traditional worship service will allow more time for members and visitors to
arrive for lunch (e.g., scheduled lunch times at retirement communities) and attend other midday activities.

This worship schedule will begin on Sunday, September 11, 2022. We see this as a “holy experiment,” so the
Session has charged the WSTF with evaluating this worship schedule this fall (based on input from clergy, other
staff, elders, deacons, ministry teams, and the congregation) and recommending any changes to the Session.
To see the full report from the WSTF, visit the website, www.fpchhi.org/who-we-are.

Huge Thanks to Those who Gave to the School Uniform Drive
Praise God for the generosity, dedication and commitment of the members and friends of First
Presbyterian Church! As of June 30, Local Outreach had received donations of $11,354 for the school
uniform drive. They had approximately $1,600 from last year which was added to that. Therefore
they ordered uniforms for students in need in Jasper County’s four public schools. Those uniforms
were distributed on July 23, with school beginning there on July 25. Local Outreach will be working to
distribute uniforms via social workers at Beaufort County Schools when school starts in late August.
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Marion Medical Mission
Bringing safe drinking water to families around the world
Marion Medical Mission (MMM) extends the love of
Christ to the extreme poor in Africa by providing a
sustainable source of clean, safe drinking water. Since
the 1990s, they’ve focused on preventative medicine
by providing functional wells.
FPC’s Global Outreach Ministry is currently collecting
for this impactful program. To learn more about
MMM, visit mmmwater.org.

Annual Backpack Buddies Drive Aug. 28 - Sept. 11
First Presbyterian's annual drive to help fund Backpack Buddies will begin on August 28.
Backpack Buddies of Hilton Head was designed to
fight weekend hunger and has grown to help children
in all public schools on Hilton Head Island. Elementary aged children at partner schools receive
nutritious food each Friday during the school year.
Children in middle and high school are offered snack
packs during the school day whenever needed. Many
of the children in our community rely on free or
reduced-cost meals that they receive at school and
food at home can be unreliable. Backpack Buddies of
Hilton Head works to fill that gap by providing
nutritious, child-friendly food for school children to
take home over the weekend and older children to
have during the week. As the need for adequate
nutrition doesn’t go away at the end of the school
year, Backpack Buddies has extended its outreach to
the summer months by providing food to children in
need through Neighborhood Outreach Connection
and the Boys and Girls Club
Good nutrition is essential for a growing child’s
physical and mental health. Hungry children have
difficulty concentrating on schoolwork and fighting
common illnesses. Those who are food-insecure
develop a “fear of hunger” that impacts their behavior as much as physical hunger affects their bodies.
Volunteers are the heart and soul of Backpack
Buddies of Hilton Head.
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Backpack Buddies is 100% volunteer run by a multifaith alliance of community volunteers who work
together to address hunger issues in the Lowcountry.
Each week the organization provides over 6,500
packs of food serving more than 200 students.
Due to inflation, the cost of food has increased. At
the same time, many families are struggling to put
food on the table. The cost is presently $225 to
support one student for the school year, and in these
inflationary times, this cost may increase during the
2022-2023 school year.
How can we as a congregation and community make
a difference? By donating to children in need. Please
give by check, cash or online, designating Backpack
Buddies. We want to share God's love and grace
bestowed upon us by sharing with others.
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Youth & Children’s Ministry
Summer Kids Camp
was a huge success!
Sixty children, members of the FPC Youth Group, more than
25 FPC adult member-volunteers and counselors from Bethelwoods Camp assisted Ms Jodi with kids camp July 11-15. Here
are photos of just some of the many activities that week.

Students in 6-9th grade will participate in FPC’s Nerve-2Serve camp August 1-4. By going out into the community
to a variety of organizations in Beaufort county, these
teens will learn hands-on skills for assisting young children,
older adults, those who are homeless and more.

Adventures in Music (AiM) Choir to start back!
Hard to believe it’s that time...time for AiM Choir
members to get back to rehearsing! AiM members will
gather on Wednesday, August 17, 4:15 PM in the Choir
Room.
The group participates in worship on a regular basis and
sings at various community functions. Instrumentalists are
also welcome. To find out more, contact Ms. Laura,
843.384.3933.
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Upcoming Adult Programming
For where two or three gather in my name, there am I with them.
—Matthew 18:20
Are you looking to deepen connections with others? FPC’s Adult Ministry invites you to join us for
adult classes, one of more than 15 small groups that meet during the week, and/or one of the
upcoming events listed below.

Sunday, August 21 ~ Adult Ministry Resource Fair
10-11 AM, (between worship services) in the Gathering Space
You will have the opportunity to review the books FPC’s Adult Ministry is suggesting for the
2022/23 programming year.

Saturday, August 27 ~ Charleston Atlantic Presbytery hosts the S.T.E.P.S. Program
Workshops will be held in-person at Mount Pleasant Presbyterian Church and online via Zoom.
The details for S.T.E.P.S. program offerings are posted on the FPC website. August 10 is the
deadline to register: capresbytery.org/steps-2022/

S.T.E.P.S.* Event Schedule
August 27, 2022
•

8:15-8:45a: Check-In/Walk-In/Log-On

•

8:45-8:50a: Welcome & Announcements

•

9:00-10:10a: Session A

•

10:25-11:35a: Session B

•

11:50a-1p: Community Gathering w/
David LaMotte

*What is S.T.E.P.S.
Studying
Teaching
Equipping
Praying
Serving

August 2022 First Press

Page 7

Nonprofit Org.
U.S. Postage PAID
Hilton Head Island, SC
Permit No. 8

540 William Hilton Parkway
Hilton Head Island, SC 29928

August
NEWSLETTER

July 3rd was a One-service Sunday
followed by a picnic enjoyed by MANY!

Many thanks to Chair Charlotte
White, others from Congregational
Life and other volunteers! Hooray
for master griller Kirk Glenn and his
assistant Jack Alderman.

Pastor
Dr. Will Robinson
Senior Pastor/Head of Staff
With questions about
FPC communications,
email cbobbitt@fpchhi.org

fpchhi.org
843.681.3696

